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University of North Texas 

College of Business Administration 

Special Problems – Industry Interaction (MGMT 5900.001) 

Fall 2017; Fridays 9:30AM - 12:20PM; BLB 060 

 

Instructor:  Dr. Audhesh Paswan 

Phone:   940-565-3121  

E-mail:   paswana@unt.edu 

Office:   BLB 201A 

Office Hours:  MT –12:00 Noon -2:00 PM or by appointment 

 

SUGGESTED Readings: 

 

Popular business journals and magazines such as Wall Street Journal, Business Week, The 

Economists, Forbes, and Entrepreneur to name a few.  Additional materials will be provided 

during the semester to enhance your learning. 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

 

This course involves industry visits and exposure to topics not covered in other MBA classes.  

This course will also have guest speakers on different topics designed to enrich your experience.  

The goal is to expose you to different businesses and let you synthesize your experiences during 

industry visits, industry data from secondary source, and what you are learning in other classes. 

 

CLASS ATTENDANCE: 

 

Regular class attendance and informed participation are expected.  Excessive absences could 

cause one to be automatically dropped from the course with an undesirable grade. 

 

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY: 

 

The policies stated here are taken from the University of North Texas Student Guidebook (for 

more details please see - http://vpaa.unt.edu/academic-integrity.htm).  You are responsible for 

information published by the university in its official publication/website. 

 

Scholastic integrity must be exhibited in your academic work, conduct, and methods.  Academic 

work for which you receive an individual grade must be your original, individual effort.  

Although you may discuss assignments with others, the work you submit for a grade must be 

solely your own.  If, in the instructor's opinion, any evidence exists that all or part of the work 

you submit for grading is that of another person, you (and the other person) will be given a zero 

for the assignment.  This is one form of scholastic dishonesty.  A second incident of academic 

misconduct will result in a grade of F in this course.  You (and anyone involved with you) will be 

given an F in this course, if you are found to have cheated on an exam, or collaborated on an 

assignment with another student.  Further action on incidents of scholastic misconduct will be 

referred to the dean of Students. 

 

The term cheating includes, but not limited to, (1) use of any unauthorized assistance in taking 

quizzes, tests, or examinations; (2) dependence upon the aid of sources beyond those authorized 
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by the instructor in writing papers, preparing reports, solving problems, or carrying out other 

assignments; or (3) the acquisition, without permission, of tests or other academic material 

belonging to a faculty member or staff of the university. 

 

The term Aplagiarism@ includes, but is not limited to, the use, by paraphrase or direct quotation, 

of the published or unpublished work of another person without full or clear acknowledgment.  It 

also includes the unacknowledged use of materials prepared by another person or agency in the 

selling of term papers or other academic materials. (Source: Code of Conduct and Discipline at 

the University of North Texas.) 

 

STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES: 

 

The College of Business Administration complies with the Americans with Disabilities Act in 

making reasonable accommodation for qualified students with disability.  Please see me as soon 

as possible if you have an established disability as defined in the Americans with Disabilities Act 

and would like to request accommodation,  

 

MISCELLANEOUS POLICIES: 

 

IMPORTANT DATES: Dates of drop deadlines, exams, final exams, etc. are published in the 

university catalog and schedule of classes.  It is your responsibility to be informed with regard to 

these dates.  Unawareness is no excuse. 

 

GRADES 

 

Six mini-assignment and one major assignment will be used to calculate your final grade for this 

course: 

 

Mini-Assignments       300 

Major Assignments       100 

TOTAL        400 

 

Mini Assignment: After every industry/business visit, you will prepare an industry/firm report.  This 

report will consists of three broad sections.  First, will be a review of the industry that the firm you 

visited belongs to – Industry size, key competitors, some of the unique features, etc.  Second will be 

a review of the firm you visited on a particular day – firm size, key competitors, unique aspects of 

the firm, etc.  Finally, you need to synthesize your experiences with the data from secondary source. 

 These mini reports should be no more than five pages, times roman, 12 point, double space, 

including the cover page and references and tables.  You will have a week to finish these after every 

industry visit. 

  

Major Assignment: Once all six industry visits and associated six mini assignments are done, you 

will put these six mini-reports together and try to find common themes across these 

businesses/industries as well as differences. 

 

It is important to do things on time and communicate well.  One point will be deducted for each 

grammar and spelling mistake.  Due dates for completing various tasks and projects will be given 



 3 

in class.  Adherence to these dates is essential.  Every 24-hour delay beyond the agreed due date 

and time will result in a 25% points deduction in the grade for that project only. 

 

Letter Grades:   

 

As a rule, there will be no curving.  If I feel the need to curve, it would be done at the end of the 

semester after all the Exams and Projects points have been compiled and summated.  No letter 

grade will be assigned for individual exam or project. Letter grades will be assigned only after 

summating (totaling) the points for all the Exams and Projects.  This summated (or total) point 

will then be used for assignment of letter grades for the course as per the following scale: 

90+     = A   = "Excellent, above and beyond what was expected (the class average)." 

80-89 = B   = "Good, you did what you were expected to do" 

70-79 = C   = "Passing, merely satisfied the bare minimum requirements" 

60-69 = D   = "Failing" 

 

This is not a legal contract.  It is only an outline for this course in terms of its objectives, 

expectations, tasks and activities, schedule of classes, and assessment and evaluation criteria.  

We will try to adhere to this as far as possible.  However, depending upon the need of the class, 

the instructor reserves the right to change these and other policy requirements included in this 

document and announced in class. 
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COURSE OUTLINE: 

 

The syllabus below is a tentative outline for the semester. It is meant to be a guide and several items are 

subject to change.  

 

DATES SCHEDULED VISIT/ACTIVITY LOCATION 

Sept 1 Rachel Dissertation Study/EI/Mixer BLB 060, 9:30 - 12:20pm 

Sept 8 TENTATIVE:  Ed Hennessey EI 
Discussion 

BLB 060, 9:30 - 12:20pm 

Sept 15 Class Meeting BLB 060, 9:30 - 12:20pm 

Sept 22 UNT Kristin Farmer Autism Center UNT Kristin Farmer Austism Center 

Sept 29 Peterbilt Peterbilt 

Oct 6 Oncor Oncor 

Oct 13 Russell Torres – Data mining for non-
data miners 

BLB 060, 9:30 - 12:20pm 

Oct 20 Fidelity Fidelity 

Oct 27 Billy Johnson – dos and don’ts at work  BLB 060, 9:30 - 12:20pm 

Nov 3 City of Denton City of Denton 

Nov 10 Michel Gibson – Design and Business 
Mgmt. 

BLB 060, 9:30 - 12:20pm 

Nov 17 Keystone Automotive Operations Keystone Automotive Operations 

Nov 24 Thanksgiving Break   

Dec 1 Deloitte Services - Corporate Social 
Responsibility (Prentis Murphy and 
Frances Kennedy) 

BLB 060, 9:30 - 12:20pm 

Dec 8 Review    

Dec 9-15 Finals Week BLB 060, 9:30 - 12:20pm 
 

Please note: Class meets on Fridays, 9:30-12:20, BLB 060. 

 

 

 


